The Monarchy
the House of Lords, they used King Edward as a medium
through which to bring pressure upon their leader. He
is kept secretly informed, during the rule of the Liberal
Government, of the private views of Opposition leaders
upon its policy. Through men like Sir Ernest Cassel he
has confidential reports upon the state of international
opinion. He hears, again through Lord Esher, of private
divisions within the ranks of the Cabinet. He causes
difficulties with Haldane through the presence about
him of the former's "military enemies/*1 He expresses
his dislike of Mr. Lloyd George's speeches by refusing
to give him hospitality—a differentiation from other
ministers which the quidnuncs were quick to note. He
has, with difficulty, to be stopped from writing "very
tartly" to the German Emperor.2 He decides, after being
assured that Mr. Balfour will take office if ministers
resign, that he will not agree to create peers to pass the
Budget of 1909; and this after the first general election
of 1910 had given the Government a majority on that
specific issue. 3 He uses Lord Esher to try and detach
Lord Morley from the rest of his colleagues over the
problem of the House of Lords; "it would," Lord Esher
told Morley, "be a lamentable outcome of Lord Morley*s
long training and experience in statesmanship if he were
to lend his name and authority to a policy of menace to
the Crown and of parliamentary corruption/^ He uses
the Archbishop of Canterbury as a medium of communi-
cation with the Opposition, and obtains from Mr. Balfour
the assurance that he "would come to the King's assis-
tanc^, if His Majesty refused the 'advice* of his present
ministers to dissolve Parliament.'^
1 Esher,. ii, p. 267*	.	a Ibid., ii, p. 289.
 3	Ibid.i ii, p. 442. Letters of January 25, 1910. The latter is written imme-
diately after a talk with the King.
 4	Ibid., ii, pp. 454-5,	5 Ibid.,
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